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Sunday before Holy Cross 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 

Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis  813-394-1038 
Retired Priest  in Residence:   Rev. Fr. Stratton Dorozenski  813-876-8830 
Retired Priest  in Residence:   Rev. Fr. John Stefero   678-637-4425           
Administrative Assistant:  Kim Rojas      813-876-8830 
Bookkeeper:   Debbie Bowe   813-876-8830 
   
Parish Council:  John Zelatis, President   813-727-2271 
   Euripides Panos, Vice President  813-352-3972 
   Marilyn Sandborn, Secretary  813-760-6289  
   Gary Ward, Treasurer    813-846-3898 
   Jim Armstrong   954-295-6665 
   Amin Hanhan   813-846-2957 
   Nick Katzaras   863-581-2430 
   Suzanne Pileggi   813-244-5855 
   Alexis Scarfogliero   813-892-1599 
   Marcelle Triantafilou   612-396-5026 
   Mike Xenick   813-340-8737 
 
12 Disciples  Mathew Balasis   727-421-7376 
AHEPA:    Thomas Sakaris, President  201-819-2319 
Altar Angels:      Kalliope Chagaris   813-789-4134 
Bible Study:  Fr. John Stefero   678-637-4425 
Bookstore:   Pres. Denise Stefero   678-464-4833  
Choir:    Tara Swartzbaugh, Director  813-313-0439 
   Ruth Losoviz, Organist    727-688-2782 
College Ministry:  Vasili Panagopoulos   414-254-5134 
Community Outreach:   Greg Melton   813-967-2074 
Dance Groups:  Η ΧΑΡΑ ΜΑΣ, Alexandra De Maio  813-340-9668            
   Maraquet Edquid     813-422-8963 
   ΠΑΡΕΑ, Marina Choundas  813-877-6136 
   Genie Carter   813-363-2362 
   ΠΑΝΗΓΥΡΙ, Alexandra De Maio  813-340-9668 
Daughters of Penelope:  Elena Ketchum   813-229-0144 
Finance Committee:   Gary Ward    813-846-3898  
Food Pantry:  Sandra Pappas   813-785-3747 
GOYA:    Michael & Bessie Palios   813-523-0346 
Hope/Joy:    George & Zackie Ameres  813-245-3813 
Joy Tweens   Maraquet Edquid   813-422-8963 
Men’s Fellowship:   Fr. Stavros  Akrotirianakis  813-394-1038 
Nursing Ministry:  Marcelle Triantafilou   612-396-5026 
Photography Ministry:   Karina Findlay   813-476-9632 
Philoptochos:   Katherine Sakkis   813-309-1073  
Stewardship:  Chris Kyrus    757-672-1920 
   George Mitseas   813-748-1220 
Sunday School:  Vickie Peckham   813-758-3102 
Ushers   Pete Trakas    813-505-2193 
Veterans/1st Responders  Fr. John Stefero   678-637-4425 
Welcoming Ministry:   Maria Xenick   813-765-3587 
Women’s Bible Study:  Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis  813-876-8830 
Young Adults  Aris Rogers    813-309-5525 
Young at Heart:   Bill Manikas   813-716-8185 
   Dora Morgan   813-613-3738 
Youth Protection:   Suzanne Pileggi   813-244-5855 



Trisagion: 
Vasili Gergi (9 days) ;Lena Bouboulis (40 days) ; Demetri Passalaris (9 years) 

Welcome to all of our Visitors “Welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Ro-
mans 15:7  We pray that your worship experience with us today will be inspirational and uplifting.  Please introduce 
yourself to an usher or a member of the Welcoming Ministry and pick-up a “welcome packet” as you exit the church.  
We are happy that you are with us today! 
 
Holy Communion is offered only to Orthodox Christians who are in good canonical standing with the church and 
who have prepared through prayer and fasting. Everyone is invited to receive the Antidoron (Blessed Bread) at the 
end of the Divine Liturgy. 
 
Order for Holy Communion—With Sunday School out of session the order for Holy Communion will be as fol-
lows: 

1. Choir 
2. Altar boys 
3. Sunday school teachers (who will line up in middle aisle before Communion) 
4. Sunday school students (who will line up in the middle aisle before Communion behind the teachers) 
5. Then the rest of the congregation 

SYNAXARION:  

Sunday before Holy Cross; Menodora, Metrodora, & Nymphodora the Martyrs; Poulcheria the Empress 

Resurrectional Apolytikion: 
Co-eternal with the Father and Spirit is the 
Word Who of a Virgin was begotten for our sal-
vation we the faithful both praise and worship 
Him.  For in the flesh did He consent to ascend 
unto the cross and death did He endure and He 
raised unto life the dead by His all Glorious 
Resurrection.   
 
Apolytikion of the Feast: 
Your birth, O Theotokos, has filled the world 
with joy, for there rose from you the Sun of Jus-
tice, Christ our God. He destroyed the ancient 
curse and replaced it with a blessing, thus con-
founding death by giving us eternal life. 
 
 
 

Apolytikion of St. John:  
The memory of the just is observed with hymns 
of praise; for you O Forerunner the witness of 
the Lord is sufficient.  You have proved to be 
truly more venerable than the prophets.  Since 
you were granted to baptize in the river, the One 
Whom they proclaimed.  Therefore, you strove 
for truth, proclaiming with joy the Good News, 
even to those in Hades: that God was manifested 
in the flesh, and takes away the sins of the 
world, and grants to us His great mercy. 
 
 
 

 
Sunday  September 10 Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.  
    Dance Practice  
 
Monday September 11 In Remembrance of 9/11       
    Orthros 9:00 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.  
    Bible Study  6:30 p.m. 
 
Tuesday September 12 Women’s Bible Study 10:00 a.m.     
    Ministry Heads Meeting 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
 
Wednesday September 13 Paraklesis 6:00 p.m.       
    Choir Practice 
 
Thursday September 14 Holy Cross        
    Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.  
    Young Adult Discussion 6:30 p.m.– 8:30 p.m.  
 
Saturday September 16 Community Outreach  
 
Sunday September 17 Orthros 8:45 a.m.  Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
    Blood Drive 11a.m.– 2:30 p.m.     
    Dance Practice       
    College Student Day       
    GOYA 5:00 p.m. 

Donations for those affected during Hurricane Idalia & Fires in Hawaii.  
                       Contribution basket is located in the front at the Baptistry Area.  

Upcoming Services & Events VISION:   
Love God, Love your neighbor and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as an Orthodox Christian community. 

 

MISSION: 
The mission of St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church is to welcome and serve people with love, truth, joy and peace, and to 

create an environment that encourages all to seek salvation through Orthodox Christianity. 
 

CORE VALUES: 
Love, Worship, Community, Learning, Service 

Religious Education at  
St. John 

 

Monday Night  
Bible Study 

 
Leader:  
Fr. John 

 
 September 11: Monday 

at  
6:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
Women’s  

Bible Study 
 

Leader:  
Fr. Stavros 

September 12th :  
Tuesday at  
10:00 a.m. 



 Readings for Sunday, September 10 

Prokeimenon: O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.  
Psalm 27.9,1  
 
The reading is from  St. Paul's First Letter to the Galatians 6:11-18  
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing 
to you with my own hand. It is those who want to 
make a good showing in the flesh that would com-
pel you to be circumcised, and only in order that 
they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. 
For even those who receive circumcision do not 
themselves keep the law, but they desire to have 
you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. 
But far be it from me to glory except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for any-
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who 
walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I 
bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
your spirit, brethren. Amen.  
 
The reading is from John 3:13-17 
 The Lord said, "No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended from 
heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not 
to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him. 

MINISTRY NEWS & UPDATES 

Greek Dance Groups 
Y Hara Mas (3rd-6th grades) will have Greek dance practice today. Please meet by 
the stage in the Kourmoulis Center at 12:15pm (during coffee hour). Please get your 
snacks before practice! We will continue practices every Sunday following the Di-
vine Liturgy, from 12:15 to 12:45pm, until our Greek Festival in November.  
Please contact Maraquet Edquid (813-422-8963) with any questions. 

St. John's Bookstore - Want to learn more about Orthodoxy? 
Our bookstore stocks a full line of books specifically chosen to broaden your knowledge and deepen your 
faith. Stop in our bookstore today to browse our extensive collection. 

 
 

 

Donations Needed for Vasiliko for the  
Feast of the Holy Cross  

We need Vasiliko (Basil) for the services of the Holy Cross. 
Please bring Vasiliko for Tuesday, September 14, and  
Sunday, September 17. Please bring to the welcome table by 
10:00 a.m on all the days, so we will have time to make up the 
tray. The Procession for the Holy Cross will be held on Tues-
day, September 14 and repeated on Sunday, September 18.  

GOYA 
The GOYA Meeting for September will be Sunday, September 17, from 5:00-7:30 p.m.  

Dinner, as always, will be provided.  



Liturgical Notes 
 

Monday, September 11 – Day of  
Remembrance—21 Year Anniversary of 9/11  
This year marks 22 years since the terrorist attack on America on 9/11/01. Every year, 
we have paused to offer some service in remembrance of this day. On Monday, Sep-
tember 11, we will celebrate the Divine Liturgy, to call the Holy Spirit down upon not 
only the Holy Gifts but on all of us, in Tampa and throughout the United States. We 
will have a memorial service of re-membrance at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. 
You are encouraged to pause and pray on 9/11.  

 
Wednesday, September 13 – Paraklesis Service of Supplication to the Virgin Mary  
We will offer the Paraklesis service once a month, to pray for all the members of our commu-
nity, as well as any spe-cial prayer requests that you may have. We will rotate between morn-
ings and evening. The Paraklesis service for September will be Wednesday, September 7 at 
6:00 p.m.  
 
Thursday, September 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross -  
This Major Feast Day commemorates the finding of the Precious Cross of Christ by St. Helen in the year 325. This 
day is equal in solemnity to Good Friday, as it draws our attention to the supreme sacrifice made by the Lord for 
us. Connected with September 14 is the Tradition of the Vasiliko. St. Helen went in search of the Precious Cross. 
In Je-rusalem, she found the hill of Golgotha. But she did not know where to search for the cross. Vasiliko (Basil), 
a sweet scented plant, was found growing on the hillside. She looked beneath the Basil and that’s where the cross 
was found. It is the Tradition of the Church that a Procession is held on September 14, where Basil is placed on a 
tray along with a cross and it is carried above the heads of the faithful. We will hold this procession on September 
14, and also repeat it on Sunday, September 17.  

 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS & TOPICS 

September 10th 
Michael Snyder 
Zachary Carter 

Dorian Setzer-Torres 
Leo Lendardos 

Niko Kyrus 
Josh Roby 

Michael Svintsitskiy 
Michael Kwasny 

Captains 
Demetri Passalaris 

Nicholas Akrotirianakis 
Nicholas Magos 
Nicholas Carter 
George Xenick 

PJ Zelatis 
 

September 17th 
Teddy Kafentaris 
Andreas Stefanou  
Kris Christopher 
Vasilios Panos 

Jonah Blankenbaker 
Theodore Edquid  

Altar Boy Schedule 

If you do not receive our weekly Sunday School Constant Contact every Friday afternoon,  
please e-mail Vickie Peckham to let her know.   

Her e-mail address is vickiepeckham@gmail.com   

September 10th 
Prayer 

CLASS PHOTOS 

September 17th 
Sign of the Cross 

9th– 12th Boys will stay in Altar 

Service Commemorating the Anniversary of 
September 11, 2001 

 
Choir: (Evlogitos Ei Christe o Theos Imon)  
Blessed are You, o Christ our God, who as All-wise 
the fishermen you showed forth, by sending Your Holy 
Spirit down upon them, and through them, the universe 
You drew unto Your net, O Lover of Mankind Glory to 
You. 
 
Choir: (Soson Kyrie)  
Save o Lord, save Your people, and bless Your inher-
itance.  Give vict’ry to those who battle evil, and pro-
tect us all by Your Holy Cross. 
 
Choir: (Ti Upermacho) 
Victorious lady, mighty champion defending us 
We your servants, now inscribe to you this hymn of 
thanks 
For you rescue us from suffering and tribulation 
Theotokos, with your power that can never fail 
Keep us safe from every danger our whole life long 
That we may cry to you “rejoice o Bride unwedded.” 
 
Priest: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your 
great love, we pray to You hear us and have mercy. 
 
People: Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
 
Priest: Again we pray for all pious and Orthodox 
Christians 
 
People: Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
 
Priest: Again we pray for our Archbishop Alexios and 
for all our brotherhood in Christ. 
 
People: Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
 
Priest: Again we pray for mercy, life peace, health, 
salvation, visitation, protection, pardon and remission 
of the sins of the servants of God, all devout and Or-
thodox Christians living and residing in this communi-
ty and city, for the members, council members, trustees 
and benefactors of this Holy and Sacred Church. 
 
People: Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
 
Priest: Again we pray for our country, the United 
States of America, for our President, for those in civil 
authority, for the men and women who serve in our 

armed forces and their families, and for those living in 
areas of conflict throughout our nation and throughout 
the world. 
 
People: Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
 
Priest: Again we pray for the reconciliation of nations, 
the ending of hostilities and the establishment of peace 
in the world. 
 
People: Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
 
Priest: Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, 
salvation, visitation, protection, strength and healing 
for the servants of God, all those whose lives were af-
fected by the terrorist attack on America on September 
11, for their health and salvation, let us pray. 
 
People: Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
 
Priest: Again we pray for the repose of the souls of 
God’s servants, those who fell asleep in the Lord dur-
ing and after the terrorist attack on America on Sep-
tember 11, and for the forgiveness of their sins volun-
tary and involuntary; that the Lord our God will place 
their souls where the just repose, let us ask for the mer-
cies of God, the kingdom of heaven and for the remis-
sion of their sins from Christ our immortal king and 
our God. 
 
People:   Aionia I Mnimi, Aionia I Mnimi, 
Aionia Auton I Mnimi 
May their memory be eternal, may their memory be 
eternal, may their memory be eternal. 
Aionia I Mnimi, Aionia I Mnimi, Aionia Auton I Mni-
mi 
 
Priest: Again we pray for the protection and safekeep-
ing of this Holy Church, this city and every city and 
town, from wrath, famine, pestilence, earthquake, 
flood, fire, sword, foreign invasions, civil strife and 
accidental death. That our good and loving God may 
be merciful, gracious and favorable to us, that He may 
turn and keep away from us all wrath and sickness, and 
deliver us from His impending justified chastisement 
and have mercy on us. 
 
People: Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
 
Priest: Again we pray that the Lord our God will hear 
the voice of the petitions of us sinners and 

Continued: 

mailto:vickiepeckham@gmail.com


Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Melissa Romero, 
Sandra Reyes, Miltiadis, Larry Maas; Konstantinos Triantafyllopoulos; Kostadinos Booras; Michael I, Anna Maria 
& Thomas Reilly; Jim Armstrong, Calliope Herman; Delaney & Alexis Johnson; Ron & Linda Ledet; Helen & 
Mike Mitchell; Marcelle T., Joanna & Yenay R., Carlos R., Elena, Ricky& Michael Gordenina, Tina Chakonas, 
Felix R.,  Ivco; ; George Joseph; Anna, Stavroula, George, Pam, and Liz; Christopher Labatos;  Eva Coppalla; 
Christopher; Christopher; Peter Nenos; Patrick Carroll; Ourania Tziotis, Irina, Marina, Yuri, and Christophoros; 
Ashley Snyder; Evangelos & Caroline Critkas; Christine Alex, June, Lillian Thomas; Scotty; Desi Serriera; Ashley 
Kladakis; Dora Kallas, Kathy & Andrew Bouzinekis; Anastasia; Virginia Georgiou, Toula Tsaros, Nellie Pringle, 
Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Ann Demas, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, 
Evangeline Xeroteres, Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, 
Rosario,  Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, Peter Zaharis, Alex-
andra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie Sofia Panagopoulos, Maria 
Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Michael Romero, George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, 
Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Ekaterina & Anna S. Dora K., Debbie P., Mary V., David V.,  Don 
Payne, and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are unaware.  

Community News 
 
Young Adult Dinner/Discussion-Thursday, September 14-  
Our young adult group meets once a month for dinner/discussion (and other times for 
fellowship and service). We will have a meeting on Thursday, September 14, from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Kourmolis Center. All young adults, ages 18-40, are invited to 
participate. We will be having a monthly discussion based on some set topics. This 
month’s topic is “Salvation: What is it &  Why does it matter.” Group Members use What’s App for commu-
nication. Please contact Aris Rogers to be added to our what’s app for young adults at 813-309-5525.  
 

JOY Tweens 
Mark your calendars! Our first JOY Tweens meeting of the year, for 4th to 6th graders, will be 
Sunday, September 24, following Divine Liturgy at 12:15pm. 
 

PAREA DANCE GROUP (7th-12th graders) 
PAREA’s first dance practice to prepare for the festival will be held on Sunday, 

September 24, after church.  We will have practice every Sunday after that unless there is a 
GOYA meeting that day (October 1, 15, 22 and 29).  We are also planning to have a couple of 
Saturday practices given the limited time we have before the festival.  Please email Marina 
Choundas at mchoundas@outlook.com if your child will be dancing in the Parea dance group 
this year and provide your child’s name, age, grade and your (the parent/guardian’s) email and 
cell number.  Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 

Philoptochos Thanks You! 
The Ladies of Philoptochos thank you for your sup-
port of our Metropolis Youth on Fanouropita Sun-
day.  With the help of chairperson - Jeanie Nenos, 
decorating chairperson - Amy Kafantaris, and our 

many bakers and volunteers, the ladies raised a gen-
erous amount which will be used exclusively for 

youth programs in our Metropolis. Not yet a mem-
ber of Philoptochos?  Please join us in our philan-

thropic mission as “friends of the poor”. 
 

LOOK FOR UPCOMING INFORMATION AND 
PLAN TO JOIN US AS WE AND 

OUR NURSING MINISTRY  
PARTICIPATE IN THE  

MAKING STRIDES AGAINST 
BREAST CANCER WALK –  

OCTOBER 28th 

This Photo by 

have mercy on us. 
 
People: Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison 
 
Priest: Hear us o God our Savior, the hope of all the 
ends of the earth and from those who live far off on the 
sea.  Be gracious towards us, o Master, towards our 
many sins, and have mercy on us.  For You are a mer-
ciful and loving God and to You we offer up Glory, to 
the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever and to the ages of ages. 
 
People: Amen 
 
Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
People: Kyrie Eleison 
 
Priest:  O Lord, our God, Creator and Sovereign ruler 
of all, who has blessed our country as a land of free-
dom and opportunity, we ask that You extend Your 
hand from heaven and place it upon our nation espe-
cially today, as we commemorate a dark and sad day in 
our history.  We pray that You will grant rest to the 
souls of all those who died in faith on September 11, 
2001.  We pray that You will continue to grant healing 
to those who were wounded on that day, and that You 
will grant comfort to those who are still in grief over 
the loss of their loved ones.  We ask that Your Holy 
Angels surround and protect the men and women of 
our armed forces, together with their families; that You 
will bless and guide the decisions of our President and 
all those in civil authority and public service.  We be-
seech You that You will shine in our hearts and inspire 
us to work for peace in our nation and in our world.  In 
places where there is violence, bring peace.  In places 

of spiritual darkness, bring the Light of Christ.  In plac-
es of sadness, bring joy.  In places of hate, bring love.  
In places of turmoil, bring reconciliation.  And in plac-
es of despair, bring hope.  As You have guided and 
protect our nation both in times of war and times of 
peace, we ask for Your continued guidance and bless-
ings on our nation and all those living in it.  And as 
You created the world with Your powerful arm, we ask 
that You guide us to refashion it according to the way 
You created it and to honor all people in the way that 
You have created us, in Your image and likeness.  Hear 
us, O God our Savior and help us, save us, have mercy 
on us and protect us by Your Grace. 
 
For You are the King of Peace and the Savior of our 
souls and to You we offer glory: to the Father and to 
the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to 
the ages of ages. 
 
People:  Amen. 
 
People:   God bless America, land that I love 
  Stand beside her, and guide her,  
  Through the night with the Light from 
Above. 
  From the mountains, to the prairies, 
  To the oceans, white with foam 
  God bless America, my home sweet 
home. 
  God bless America, my home sweet 
home. 
 
 

http://mykurves.blogspot.com/2015/10/awareness.html



